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Gay orgies under the big top

Freud’s Drive

name sounds as the French word for “circus” but in Italian is the acronym for 

-

 And I praised 

 By “radical constructivism” I mean the thesis according to which subjects are shaped by 



•

the category of sex drive

the category of gender, understood in Butler’s terms as identity construc-

-

tain current easy combination of the methodologies of constructivism and 

-

-

-

-

ries that help investigate the identity and subject construction of migrants, 

of people diagnosed with Asperger syndrome, of animal rights activists in 

-

-

lowed, in which Carmen Dell’Aversano, director of the CIRQUE, at the end 

gain
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•

-

-

ality of the drive is Leo Bersani’s famous essay 

st

years is Lee Edelman’s 

desire for inclusion in liberal societies and welcome, though temporarily, a 

-

as it is elaborated in his .
gain from this? I am not 

gets rid of phantasies of universal inclusion, and abandons all dreams of 



•

poor and ultimately discriminatory law on civil partnerships, which does 

not recognize to lesbian and gay couples a family status, but nevertheless 

recognition of them as good husbands and wives, or fathers and mothers, 

full citizenship on them?

celebrating this new legal tool and recounting romantic narratives about 

-

-

-

and indignation was raised by the national daily Corriere della sera, which 

-
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 Vis-à-vis these events, it is fair to wonder 

why no one in Italy has ever complained when an organization such as the 

for social and cultural purposes, whereas the participation of anddos in 

for everyone’s indignation and to cry out because of everyone’s outcry are 

living in neoliberal and hyper-hedonistic societies that are able to capitalize 

same public opinion that is touched by televised gay couples and their love 

-

stance in today’s Italy would not mean to follow the reality principle and 

reassert the right for anddos to receive public funding in spite of their pro-

a principle of jouissance that is much beyond the pleasure principle, and 

because

condemned homophobic bullying, stated they never cheated on one another and claimed to be 



•

-

political stance, which I would not recommend for the gay movements’ 

I even criticize Edelman for seemingly 

drawing norms from Lacan’s ontology of jouissance, moving without medi-

sight of politics,

-

of performativity, but also of Puar’s concept of homonationalism, Massad’s 

antisociality against relationality, of the apolitical jouissance of the drive 

.
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-

not so much from the infant’s needs, despite surfacing at an early stage, as 

 in the 

sense that it does not belong to the subject, for the subject loses themselves 

confront psychoanalysis with Foucault’s constructivism, de Lauretis argues 

that precisely in this middle region do psychoanalysis and constructivism 

only the installation of the drive possible, but also the production of biopo-

-

of the infant, which reactivates the arousal of the oral area initially stimulated by the mother’s 

-

procreative purposes, and surfaces only in puberty, without ever erasing once and for all other 

-

invaded by a world we have not yet learned to master might be an inherited disposition, the re-

sexual
potential for jouissance



•

contemporary intersectional analyses and intersectional political prac-

subject, detached from the objects under scrutiny, but thematizes what it 

 is 

still of the utmost importance for researchers who do not want to give up 

has pointed too hastily to Foucault, in his Homos -

disturbing obscenity of the drive when he came to reject the use of psy-

 Will to Knowledge  

 et al.
theories responsible for using psychoanalysis in order to provide over-re-

assuring understandings of power and desire and in order to promise a 

 Elsewhere, Foucault himself 

-
ness

-

tionality” to refer to the need to cross raced and gendered lines to formulate well-balanced judge-

-

reover, to him 

-

-
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dialogue over the obscure and apocalyptic “unreasoning” that positivist 

, 

Foucault considers psychoanalysis an ally when he carries out an archae-

therefore, but a counter-science that dissolves the human into “that region 

In contrast with Bersani, my claim is that these passages from Foucault 

of the powers that construct their identities, but also of the drives that 

 we should 

been relegated to for a long time, and from which they have never been ulti-

In Italy, “Le Iene” show and the Corriere della sera daily have reminded gay 

men that they belong there, as if to punish them for their increased legal 

colleagues with Asperger’s and cat ladies with their bowls to inhabit that 

region, convinced as I am that occupying such unliveable space does imply 

Lorenzo Bernini

Università di Verona

-



•

“Iene””, in corriere.it -

, Palgrave 

sessuale””, in 

Homos

Gender Trouble

-

Undoing Gender

-

racist Politics”, in 

, Palgrave 

, 

-

, 

-
ness

Vie et mort en psychanalyse
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-

-

gay.it,  

Desiring Arabs, 

tisca-
li news -

Testo Yonqui

-

-
mation
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